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Chinese censorship on sexChinese censorship on sex--related related 
products in public spaceproducts in public space

1989, Regulations on prohibiting advertisements 1989, Regulations on prohibiting advertisements 
on sexon sex--related products, by Industrial and related products, by Industrial and 
Commercial Administration Bureau (Commercial Administration Bureau (To fit into To fit into 
ChinaChina’’s value and moral systems value and moral system))

In 2007, Announcement to strengthen the In 2007, Announcement to strengthen the 
regulation on prohibiting illegal advertisements regulation on prohibiting illegal advertisements 
on sexual medicine and STI treatment on sexual medicine and STI treatment 



Actual regulations differ on different products, Actual regulations differ on different products, 
and in different public spaceand in different public space

Central media  vs. local media.Central media  vs. local media.
TVTV-- buses, roadside adv. Boardbuses, roadside adv. Board-- newspapers and newspapers and 
magazinesmagazines-- websiteswebsites-- fliesflies
CondomCondom-- infertility, abortion, emergent infertility, abortion, emergent 
contraception pill contraception pill --bubu shenshen zhuangyangzhuangyang ((to to tonifytonify
kidney and strength Yang kidney and strength Yang ))



Regulating condom & social debatesRegulating condom & social debates

Some good tries:Some good tries:
1998, 1998, JisnbonJisnbon advertise on 80 buses in Guangzhou city, advertise on 80 buses in Guangzhou city, ‘‘Love Love 
without concernwithout concern’’ ((wuyouwuyou wulvwulv de de aiai); required to remove in a ); required to remove in a 
monthmonth
1999, CCTV has a non1999, CCTV has a non--commercial adv. on condom for HIV commercial adv. on condom for HIV 
and STI prevention purpose; the picture, word and STI prevention purpose; the picture, word ‘‘condomcondom’’ and and 
brand brand ‘‘DurexDurex’’ not allowed to appear; still required to stop the not allowed to appear; still required to stop the 
other day; (other day; (‘‘condom as sexcondom as sex--related productsrelated products’’))
2000, A big 2000, A big JisnbonJisnbon advadv..boardboard appeared outside a tall building in appeared outside a tall building in 
WuhanWuhan city; required to remove in 2 days.city; required to remove in 2 days.
2008, 2008, DurexDurex Digital Video Digital Video Advertisement appear on shanghai 
subway; defined as illegal and to be removed.



Digital Video Digital Video Advertisement on DurexDurex

11297296.flv11297296.flv
FLV Player\FLVPlayer.exe

http://www.tudou.com/programs/view/Gj6A
wMGelWA/



Condom company such as Condom company such as JisnbonJisnbon and and DurexDurex--
commercial agencycommercial agency
100% condom use and social marketing in preventing 100% condom use and social marketing in preventing 
HIV/AIDSHIV/AIDS-- health agencyhealth agency (easily to access in (easily to access in 
supermarkets)supermarkets)
Family planningFamily planning ––more in practice and local level; less more in practice and local level; less 
visible in public space on condomvisible in public space on condom
State ideologyState ideology of maintaining Chinaof maintaining China’’s value and moral s value and moral 
systemsystem
Using Using ““mommom’’s voicess voices”” on on ‘‘create a pure space for create a pure space for 
children and adolescentschildren and adolescents’’. (too visual and direct link to . (too visual and direct link to 
sex)sex)



Adv. On Infertility: for reproductive Adv. On Infertility: for reproductive 
purposepurpose

Image: Happy family Image: Happy family 
Hospitals to treat the Hospitals to treat the 
infertilityinfertility
Appear in local TV; Appear in local TV; 

certain time periodcertain time period



Adv. NoAdv. No--painful abortion and painful abortion and 
Emergent contraceptive pillEmergent contraceptive pill

Appear on TV and campusAppear on TV and campus



The role of reproduction in Chinese culture & The role of reproduction in Chinese culture & 
One child policy, abortion is legalOne child policy, abortion is legal
Commercial agency Commercial agency 
‘‘bad influence and cause more pregnancybad influence and cause more pregnancy’’



BBu u shenshen zhuangyangzhuangyang ((to to tonifytonify kidney kidney 
and strength Yang and strength Yang ))

Tradition and western Tradition and western 
medicine to medicine to strenghthenstrenghthen YangYang

Constructing menConstructing men’’s sexuality s sexuality 
by improving menby improving men’’s capacity s capacity 
of doing sex and satisfying of doing sex and satisfying 
womenwomen

MedicalizationMedicalization and and 
commercializationcommercialization

蚁力神，谁用谁知道蚁力神，谁用谁知道

女性：他好我也好女性：他好我也好



Money, health, power/ideologies & Money, health, power/ideologies & 
relationshiprelationship

GovernmentGovernment’’s ideology in maintaining pure s ideology in maintaining pure 
environment environment 
Social reaction for the sake of Social reaction for the sake of ‘‘childrenchildren’’
Family planning and health promotionFamily planning and health promotion
Commercialization and Commercialization and medicalizationmedicalization in sexual in sexual 
related arearelated area
Cultural and social constructing of menCultural and social constructing of men’’s s 
sexualitysexuality


