Our Rights, Our Lives
Women’s Call to Action Toward Cairo+20°

As the world reviews progress on implementation of the Program of Action of the 1994 International
Conference on Population and Development, women in all our diversity, are mobilizing. We aim to build
political commitment, to overcome financial and legal obstacles, and to transform the weak health
systems, adverse social and economic conditions, violence and discrimination that impede us from
accessing the necessary health services and information to make informed decisions about our sexual
and reproductive lives. All over the world, millions of women are demanding justice. Young women are
speaking out, calling for meaningful participation in all areas of public life, for education and jobs, and
fulfillment of human rights, including sexual and reproductive rights.

Today, there are 1.8 billion young people between the ages of 10-24 who do not have access to the
comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services and sexuality education that they need for a
safe and healthy life. More than 215 million women who are married or living in unions do not want to
be pregnant but lack access to modern contraception, and even more lack access to other vital sexual
and reproductive health services and information. The prevalence of anemia due to poor nutrition,
continuing lack of safe water and sanitation, and the health impacts of rising global and national
inequality place the sexual and reproductive health of girls and women at grave risk. Too many women
and girls continue to face gender inequality, violence, and other violations of human rights.

We will generate political will, sustained action, and accountability for:

* Universal access to quality, comprehensive, integrated sexual and reproductive health
services, counseling, and information for women and adolescent girls, with respect for their
human rights, and with an emphasis on equity and respect for diversity. Comprehensive
services include: gynecological care, all forms of safe and effective contraception, safe abortion
and post abortion care, maternity care, and prevention, timely diagnosis and treatment of
sexually transmitted infections including HIV, breast and reproductive cancers, and infertility.
Ideally, these should be integrated, one-stop services tailored to women’s needs throughout the
life cycle, with effective referral.

* Programs that empower women, particularly adolescent girls and young women, to know their
bodies and to exercise their rights, especially through comprehensive sexuality education.

* Protection and promotion of reproductive rights as human rights, and international adoption of
sexual rights as human rights. Full recognition and implementation, through policies and
programs, of existing and emerging legal standards are urgently needed.

* Young women’s leadership at all levels and types of decision-making on sexual and
reproductive rights and health, and the meaningful participation of women’s organizations in
the design of health and development programs.

* This rallying call was developed by an inter-generational group of over 30 feminist activists convened
by Realizing Sexual and Reproductive Justice (RESURJ), International Women’s Health Coalition (IWHC)
and Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN). To support these demands please
send your name, organization and country to info@resurj.org. Thanks!



SIGNATORIES:

Lilian Abracinskas - Mujer y Salud en Uruguay, Uruguay

Fadekemi Akinfaderin - Education as a Vaccine Against AIDS, Nigeria

Lydia Alpizar - Association for Women's Rights in Development, Mexico/Costa Rica
Ximena Andion - EQUIS: Justicia para las Mujeres/ RESURJ, Mexico

Rachel Arinii - ARROW/ Global Youth Coalition on AIDS/ RESURJ, Malaysia

Nicole Bidegain - International Council for Adult Education/ Development Alternatives with Women
for a New Era, Uruguay

Gloria Careaga - International Lesbian and Gay Association, Mexico

Ishita Chaudhry - The YP Foundation/RESURJ, India

Sonia Correa - ABIA/ Sexuality Policy Watch, Brazil

Louise Finer - Center for Reproductive Rights, USA

Alexandra Garita - International Women’s Health Coalition/ RESURJ, USA
Adrienne Germain - International Women’s Health Coalition, USA

Sofia Gruskin - USA

Anka Grzywacz — ASTRA Network/ RESURJ, Poland

Tonya Haynes - Code Red: Society for Gender Justice, Barbados

Jodi Jacobson - RH Reality Check, USA

Shuchi Karim - Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era, Bangladesh
Bene Edwin Madunagu - Girls Power Initiative, Nigeria

Sethembiso Mthembu - Her Rights Initiative/RESURJ, South Africa

Anita Nayar - Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era /RESURJ, India/USA
Alessandra Nilo - GESTOS/LACASSO/RESURJ, Brazil

Zawadi N'yongo - RESURJ, Kenya

Janaina Penlava - ANIS: Instituto de Bioética, Direitos Humanos e Género, Brazil
Mari Claire Price - YouAct/RESURJ, UK

Maria Ines Romero - The Youth Coalition/RESURIJ, Paraguay

Kariangi Samuela - Punanga Tauturu, Cook Islands

Gita Sen - Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era, India

Neha Sood - RESURJ, India

Erika Troncoso - Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era, Mexico
Pollyanna Truscott - Amnesty International, UK/ USA

Eugenia Lopez Uribe - Balance/RESURJ, Mexico

Jayanthi Kuru Utumpala - Women and Media Collective/ Women's Support Group, Sri Lanka
Marisa Viana - Association for Women's Rights in Development, Brazil

Zonibel Woods - Canada

Cai Yiping - Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era, China



